The Saviour on the Shore

Jn 21.1-22

 Introduction
In Previous Chapter

John describes:-

2 Appearances of Risen Christ in Upper Room:-

1st Appearance   -  Resurrection Evening  -  10 Disciples ‘And them that 

                                                                          were with them’         Lk 24.33
2nd Appearance  -  8 Days later  -  11 Disciples  -  Including Thomas
                              Records Saviour’s final Beatitude:- ‘Blessed are they that

                                                            have not seen, and yet have believed’ 
Seems to conclude his Gospel:-

He tells us  -  In 40 days before Ascension  -  Jesus appeared many times 
                                                                         With ‘Many other Signs’
Luke tells us  -  Especially  -  If not Exclusively to His Apostles       Acts 1.2-3

Now the Scene Changes

From Upper Room in Jerusalem  -  To Sea of Galilee

3rd Appearance  -  Unspecified time
                               With a Change of Emphasis  -  Looking to the Future

                                                                                 Ending with ‘Till I come’ 

Dispensational Hints

Cf. First 2 chs & Last 2 chs:-
     Ch 1-2 -  3 Days  -  Day 1:-  Church Age

                                     Day 2:-  Israel’s Awakening

                                     Day 3:-  Marriage Feast  -  Millennial Kingdom

 Ch 20-21 -  3 Days  -  Day 1:-  Disciples in Upper Room  -  Church Age

                                    Day 2:-  Belief of Thomas  -  Awakening of Israel

                                    Day 3:-  Fish Hauled from Sea to Land  - 

                                                  - Gathering of Gentile Nations into Kingdom  

Cf. Similarities with First Sign  -  Water into Wine                                  ch 2
Both Record Miracles  

3rd day  -  3rd time

No Wine  -  No Fish

Commands  -  ‘Fill’   -  ‘Cast’

Water Pots Full to Brim  -  Net Full

Numbers  -  6 water pots  -  153 great fish
‘Manifested forth his glory’  -  ‘Shewed (manifested) himself again’

Key to the Chapter
‘Manifested himself again’  =  ‘He Shone Forth’ -  In various ways

                                                It’s All About Him!  (Not Disciples or Peter)

‘On this wise Manifested he himself’  -  How He did it

See the Saviour on the Seashore  -  Cooking breakfast for His Disciples

Calvary is Past  -  He will soon be Returning to the Father

But He must have final dealings with these men  -  Peter in Particular

So He will Teach Them:-

1. Lessons about Service:-  Fishing  -  Shepherding  -  Following

2. Lessons about Motive:-   Love for Christ
Consider Lessons:-

1. Importance of Obedience                               
2. Importance of Love for Christ                                         

3. Importance of Shepherding

4. Importance of Following

1. Importance of Obedience                                                       v 1-14

Set the scene:-

The Sea of Tiberias
Roman name for the Sea of Galilee

Place of Memories!

First and Last signs were in Galilee

Jesus  -  Called 4 of them from the Family Fishing Business:-

                                               ‘Follow me.. I will make you fishers of men’


  Walked on this Sea  -  Stilled the Storm

               From this Sea  -  Provided Tribute money

               Around these shores  -  Healed Demoniac  -  Fed 5,000 etc.

Why Galilee?

They were following the Master’s instructions:-

Jesus’ message via the women:-                                                        Mt 28.10
‘Go, tell my brethren that they go into Galilee and there they shall see me’

The Seven Disciples
 Peter

The Denier

Thomas
The Doubter

Nathaniel
The Guileless

James & John
The Sons of Thunder

Two others

The Disciples’ Experience
a. Impatience

Waiting

For the other 4 disciples?

For the Lord?

n.b. Waiting times are Testing times!

Probably standing by the Family Fishing Fleet 

For Peter & John  -  Familiar scene  -  Happy memories  

Peter could wait no longer!
b. Independence

Without a Word from the Lord  -  Peter made a Decision:-

'I go a fishing... we also go with thee'

Peter Led  -  The others followed

n.b.  Beware Rash Decisions!  Peter’s decision affected 6 others

 ‘They went forth immediately’  -  Impatient - Impetuous - Independent action

c. Involvement

Fishing involved  -  Toil  -  Skill  -  Equipment

But there was much satisfaction in getting back to old ways!

d. Impotence

'That night'                     -  Dark Experience

'They caught nothing'    -  Disappointing Experience

                                         Reminder of an earlier night’s experience!

                                         Activity without results!

e. Ignorance

'They knew not that it was Jesus'  

Unaware of His Presence  -  Or interest in them

Cf.  Like Mary and Emmaus Road couple  -  Occupied with Sorrows

                                       These now were  -  Occupied with Fishing 
The Saviour’s Intervention
a. Recognises their Failure

'The morning was now come’                                                                       v 4

The Night of Disappointment is over  -  When He takes control

‘Jesus stood on the shore'                             
Although not with them in the boat  -  Still has their interests at heart
'Have ye any meat?'                                                                                     v 5

Failure must be Recognised & Confessed  -  'No'
Hadn’t even caught enough fish to feed 7 men!   
b. Re-Directs their Service

The Command  -  'Cast the net on the right side'                                        v 6

Specific  -  Cast the net  -  On the right side

                   No scope for misunderstanding!
Strange  -  Not ‘Launch out into the deep’
                   Here  -  In the shallows!
His command  -  Defied human logic

His commands  -  Often do!

The Promise     -   'Ye shall find'

He who commissions Impossible Tasks  -  Promises His Blessing

c. Rewards their Obedience

'...multitude of fishes...great fishes, an hundred fifty and three’

Psalmist:-  ‘In keeping his commandments is great reward’               Ps 19.11

The end was never in doubt!

n.b. This time the Net  was Unbroken!

        He numbered the Fish and tells the Size  -  Not a Tiddler among them!

He who promises Fish - Counts them - 'The Lord knoweth them that are His'

d. Reveals Himself

'It is the Lord’

John  -  Recognises Him  -  Love’s Perception
Nearest to the Lord at Supper  -  Lord confided in him re Judas

Nearest to his Lord at Calvary  -  Lord committed Mary to him

First to ‘Believe’ the Resurrection
First to recognise the Saviour now

Peter  -  Approaches Him  -  Love’s Action

First to enter the Tomb

First to reach the Saviour now
e. Refreshes them

Provision  -   Warmth   -  'A Fire of Coals'     -  They were Cold

                   -   Food       -  'Fish...Bread'          -  They were Hungry

Invitation   -   Fellowship  -  'Bring the fish which ye have now caught'

                                           -  Invites them to bring Their Fish

                                           -  'Come and dine'

                                           -  Already had His own fish! - Didn't need theirs!

The Lesson for the Disciples?              

Truth He taught them earlier  -  ‘Without me ye can do nothing!’     Jn 15.5
They had  -  Initiative  -  Fellowship  -  Experience  -  Equipment  -  Boat

But Without the Lord  -  They caught nothing!

With Him  -  Results were amazing!

They learned that Day:-

1. Importance of Obedience

   We do well to learn this lesson too!
Without His Presence - Our Gatherings are in Vain - Our Service is Fruitless
2. Importance of Love for Christ

Peter was having a bad time again!

He who had been called to ‘Follow’  -  Had Failed  -  Spectacularly!

As his Master was Led to Trial  -  He followed  ‘Afar off’                     Mt 26.58

Sat with the Enemies of Christ  -  Denied his Lord  -  With oaths & Curses!

It was his darkest hour!

A Private Restoration  -  Had taken place on the Day of Resurrection

Angel’s message to Women ‘Go, tell his disciples, and Peter, 

                                               that he goeth before you into Galilee’   Mk 16.7

                              ‘He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve’     1Cor 15.5
Peter would prove that there is Life after Failure!

A Public Restoration  -  Would now take place on the Seashore

               Peter had publicly denied his Master   

              Now he must publicly confess his love  

Peter’s Public Restoration                                                      v 15-25

Peter had publicly boasted of his love for Christ:-
‘Although all should be offended, yet will not I’                                  Mk 14.29

And had publicly denied his Master  -  Three times
Must now publicly confess his love    -  Three times            

n.b. Saviour's Perfect Timing  
'So when they had dined'                                                                           v 15
Fed & Warmed him first
Echoes of the Past!

Reminders of his Call

Jesus had borrowed his boat  -  and taught the crowds

Jesus had taught him how to fish  -  and filled the boats

Jesus had called him to follow  -  and promised him success

                                                   'From henceforth thou shalt catch men'

 Reminders of his Fall

As they sat and ate  -  Peter was pre-occupied

                                   He remembered sitting by another fire

At the World's Fire -  He Denied his Master
At the Lord's Fire   - He would Confess Him 

Peter is about to be Converted  (Not saved!)
He had been Sifted by Satan  
His Lord had prayed for him - ‘When thou art converted, 
                                                 strengthen thy brethren’
He would be converted!          
He would strengthen his brethren!

n.b. Saviour's Shepherd Character

He is the  -  Good  -  Great  -  Chief  -  Shepherd

He is going to Convert this Fisherman into a Shepherd

Why 153 'Great fish'?   Fishermen Weigh fish  -  Shepherds Count sheep!

Fisherman -  Hunts and Kills    -  Can be Hard and Cruel

Shepherd   - Tends and Feeds -  Must be Gentle and Kind
n.b. The Issue is Love for Christ

This commission could only be given to one who loved Christ!

Love for Christ is essential for all servants of God
n.b. 'Agape' Love and 'Phileo' Love  (Both used of God’s Love)
'Agape'   =  Love which is God’s very nature ‘God is love’ 

                   Used of God’s love in most cases                               e.g. Jn 3.16
                   It is a Mindset  -  Unchanging  -  Eternal

'Phileo'  =    Family love  -  'Brotherly love'  -  ‘Tender affection’

We see a play on these words now:- 

First Question  -  ‘Do you love Me more than the Others?’
'Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?'                           v 15

'Simon, son of Jonas'  -  Back to the Beginning!                                        1.42

'Thou art Simon  -  Thou shalt be Cephas’ (Peter)
The Lord knew all about Simon Peter  -  His Faults  - His Faith

He was going to make something of him!

'Lovest thou me more than these?'

What did the Saviour mean?


This Fishing Equipment -  Boats - Nets - Fish?     
No!  The Saviour knew he loved Him more than that!

         
Although he had demonstrated they still had a strong attraction!

These Disciples? 
Yes! 

He had Boasted  -  'Although all shall be offended, yet will not I'       Mk 14:29

What about us? 
Do we love Him more than other things?

                                           Business  -  Pleasure  -  Family  -  Hobbies?

Do we love him as much as we say we do?

                                           Easy to stand up and proclaim our love for Him

Answer  -  'Yea Lord, Thou knowest that I have affection for Thee'
Second Question  -   ‘Do you love Me at all?’
'Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?' (at all)                                           v 16

No-one else in the picture now!

'Thou... Me'  -  Peter and his Lord!

Answer  -  'Yea Lord, Thou knowest that I have affection for Thee'

Third Question  -  ‘Do you have affection for Me?’
'Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?'                                                   v 17

Master comes down to Disciple's level!

Speaks to Peter on his own terms

Peter is 'Grieved' - Challenged 3 times - Jesus had come down to his level

Answer  -  'Lord, thou knowest all things;

                  thou knowest that I have affection for thee'

What more could he say? - His Lord knew him better than he knew himself! 

                                          Never more would he boast of his love for Christ!

But by his life  -  He would prove his love for his Master

1. Importance of Obedience  - 2.  Love for Christ

3. Importance of Shepherding

Each Question was followed by a Commission
First Commission  -  'Feed my lambs'                                                    v 15

Feeding the Most Vulnerable  -  Making Provision for Babes in Christ

How important!

Second Commission  -  'Shepherd (tend, care for) my sheep'              v 16

Shepherding the Adults  -  Tending the flock

Feeding is Specific 

Shepherding is General

God gives Guidelines for Shepherds                                                   Ezek 34
They must:-
Feed the flock


Strengthen the Weak



Heal the Sick

Bind the Broken

Bring back those who have strayed

He says:- 'Shepherd my sheep'              



Third Commission  -  'Feed my sheep'                                                   v 17
Sheep and Lambs are provided for

Feeding and Shepherding will completely care for the 'little flock'

So Peter is Converted!   The Fisherman becomes a Shepherd!

He has learned Two Important Lessons about:-

1. Catching Fish    -  Evangelism

2. Feeding Sheep  -  Pastoral Care

Did he Fulfil his Commission?

See him -  As a 'Fisher of Men'     - Pentecost  -  not 153, but  3,000 saved!

              -  'Strengthen his brethren'  - Pillar of  Jerusalem Assembly

              -  As a Shepherd  -  30 yrs later describing himself as an Elder        
                 Giving detailed instruction about shepherding the flock 

'The elders which are among you I exhort, who also am an elder...'   
'Feed the flock of God which is among you...'                              1Pet 5.1-2
 Importance of Obedience  -  Love for Christ  -  Shepherding

4. Importance of Following

How could Peter Fulfil his Commission?
He had learned that:- 

Obedience was essential for successful fishing

Love for Christ was imperative to service

Shepherding was vital to God’s flock

How could he do it?

By Following his Lord
'Follow me' -  Message hasn't Changed!                                                 v 19                                        

                     The First Call was The Final Call

         Peter had Faltered and Failed  -  Since that first call

         But he must continue in the pathway of Discipleship

         He would always remember his Lord’s final word to him

        'Follow me'
But Peter had a Question

What about John?   (who was 'following' anyway!)
'What shall this man do?’ 

Overwhelmed by the weight of his personal threefold commission
He wanted to know:-  

What had John been commissioned to do?

Answer 

'What is that to thee? Follow thou Me'                                                       v 22
The Lord told him  

'When thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another

shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not'                Jn 21.18

Peter did fulfil his commission 
He followed his Master faithfully to the end  -  Died a Martyr

Challenge!

Do we love Christ?     
‘Lord, it is my chief complaint...’ 

If we do  -  We will  -

Obey His Word

     'If ye love me, keep my commandments'                                       Jn 14.15

Follow the Master   

     'Follow thou me'        

