Two on the Emmaus Road 

Mk 16.12-13;  Lk 24.13-35

Mark -  Refers to this incident in two verses           Mk 16.12-13
'After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country'                                                                          v 12

'In another form'  =      'In a different outward appearance'                (Wuest)

To Mary  -  He appeared as a Gardener

     Here  -  He appears as a Fellow Traveller

There was nothing to distinguish Him from any other man walking the road

The Risen Saviour was a Man!  

Different  -  But a Man fitted for eternity!

Now He is Ascended  
Taking humanity into Heaven  -  There is a Man in Glory!
He has gone as our Forerunner  -  Announcing our Arrival 
He is the Firstfruits  -  Guarantee of a great Ingathering
'They went and told [it] unto the residue: neither believed they them'    v 13
Mark emphasises Unbelief of the Disciples in his account

                                                                                            v 11, 13, 14 (twice) 
And the necessity of Belief for Salvation                                             v 16, 17

This Couple  -  No different from the other Disciples 

                       -  Didn't believe Jesus was Risen from the dead!

n.b. The Unrecognised Christ
On each occasion the Risen Lord met with His people  -

-  They failed to recognise Him!

e.g.   Mary Magdalene

         Two on Emmaus Road 

         Disciples in Upper Room  

         Disciples in the Boat

Luke  -  Gives the only full account of this event    Lk 24.13-35

The Risen Lord Jesus has now appeared:-

To Mary Magdalene and The Other Women  -  In the morning
To Peter  -  At some time during the Day
He will now appear to a Couple  -  In the Late afternoon

1. The Disciples  

'Two of them'                                                                                           v 13

Two of the Followers of Jesus  -  Although not of the Twelve

They had left the Company before:-

                        Mary Magdalene had announced she had met the Risen Lord

                        Peter announced that he had met the Lord

They knew only of the Women’s’ report  -  Of an empty tomb
                                                                    And message of angels

But no-one had verified this  -  No-one had seen Him!

Cleopas and Mary?
 'Cleopas'  v 18  and ‘Cleophas’ Jn 19:25  may possibly be the same man
Husband of Mary - Who stood at the Cross?
'Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene'                          Jn 19:25
Whatever their identity  -  I think they were Husband and Wife

They are described doing everything together

Their ‘Heart’  (singular)  burned within them                                              v 32

Seems a closeness that would be true of a married couple
2. The Destination
'A village called Emmaus'         (Only ref)                                                   v 13

Wending their way home in the afternoon
3. The Distance
'Which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs'                             v 13
60 furlongs  =  71/2 miles
Walking slowly  -  Approx 3 hours journey?
4. The Dialogue
(i)  Dialogue between themselves

'And they talked together of all these things which had happened'            v 14

They had much to talk about!

'They talked together...communed together...and reasoned'                  v 15
n.b. Increasing Intensity of the Dialogue between themselves
What do we talk about as we journey through life?

In our conversations with one another  -  Do we talk about Christ?

As these talked about Christ  -  They were accompanied by Christ!
So  -  Talking about Christ  -  Brings down a special blessing!

This happened in Malachi’s day:-

‘Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: 

and the Lord hearkened, and heard it...’                                             Mal 3.16

We are journeying to Heaven  -  Where Christ will be the central object 
                                                    of every mind

We do well to begin down here  -  To have conversations centred on Him

                                                      And experience the blessings He brings

Our God listens to our conversations  -  And reacts accordingly

What an encouragement  -  To talk about Him!
And in doing so  -  We encourage one another                                Heb 10.24
So focussed on their Dialogue  -  They failed to see another Traveller!

'Their eyes were holden that they should not know him'                          v 16

The power that held them is not named

Blindness that was of God?
Or because of unbelief?
Eyes were Holden - Hearts were Cold -  Eyes were Down -  They were Sad!

(ii)  Dialogue with the Saviour

His Companionship

'And Jesus himself drew near, and went with them'                                 v 15

They may not recognise this fellow traveller  -  But it is Jesus Himself

He may have died 3 days earlier  -  But He’s alive and with them now!

‘Himself’ -  Emphasised 3 times

Jesus Himself  -  Drew near and went with them

                            Stood in the midst of Disciples in Upper Room              v 36
He expounded in all the scriptures  -  Things concerning Himself             v 27

He Draws Near  -  To Sad Disciples walking life's journey

                              But they seem unaware of His presence!

While the other disciples may not have known where they were:-

The Risen Lord knew!

And He drew near!

And He walked with them!

                          Down the Road of their Disillusionment!

n.b. The Lord still walks with His People along Life’s Journey
He’s still the same!
'He himself hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee'           Heb 13 Often we are unaware of His presence too!

His Communication

No Confrontation  -  Or Challenge!

Although they were heading in the wrong direction

He asks a Question  -  As He did to Woman at the Well etc.

'What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another,

as ye walk, and are sad'

n.b.   Lord’s Interest in His loved ones  -  In their Conversation  
                                                              -  In their Sadness   

Their Question

'Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem?'

'And hast not known the things which are come to pass...?'                      v 18

He was indeed a Stranger!  In this sin stricken scene

They could not believe that anyone could be unaware of recent events

His Question

'What things?'                                                                                             v 19

Our Lord is a Good Listener!
Their Answer

‘They've Crucified Jesus!’
'Concerning Jesus of Nazareth...a prophet...The chief priests and our rulers...crucified him'                                                                             v 19-20

They laid the blame at the feet of their National Leaders  -  Not Rome
Cleophas paid tribute to his Master:-
‘Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people’

This must have touched the Saviour’s heart!

But did they only see Him as a mighty prophet?

Cleophas gave a poor account of events!
Look at his description of the Cross  -  Just a Human Happening

                                                              A Tragic Event

Had he given up?  Did he think he had got it all wrong?

'But we trusted..'                                                                                         v 21
‘We used to trust  -  But now we’ve given up hope’
'But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel’

Believed He would Redeem Israel from Roman oppression
Such was the level of his appreciation!

'Beside all this, today is the third day since these things were done’
It's the third day:- 

Women came and told us they've seen Angels!  Who said the Lord is Risen!
Two Disciples went to see 

The Tomb was indeed empty  -  ‘But him they saw not’                             v 24
‘We're Confused  -  Sad  -  Nothing makes sense’
n.b. Are we sometimes like this?
       All Questions and No Answers?

His Communication Continues                                                         v 25-27
'O fools...’  
A ‘Fool’ in scripture  -  Someone not guided by the Word of God

'O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken’
They believed some of what the Prophets taught  -  But not all
They believed in:-  A Messiah who would Reign in Power and Glory

                              But not in a Servant who would Suffer and Die

Death and Resurrection formed no part of their concept of Messiah’s office

                              They were slow to believe:- Suffering must precede Glory
n.b.  Sufferings and Glory  -  Always linked  -  For Saviour and His people
‘And beginning at Moses and the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself'                                   v 25-27

 n.b. Jewish division of O T
Moses             Law
Prophets         Prophets
Scriptures       Psalms  -  Poetic books

What a discourse that must have been!

‘In all the scriptures the things concerning himself'
He demonstrated that according to OT -  Messiah must die
                                                                 And be raised again

                                                                 Before Reigning

Wouldn’t we have loved to hear Him?
We cannot hear His voice  -  Literally  -  But we have Holy Spirit!

He will lead us into all truth

He will reveal Christ  ‘In all the scriptures’

If only we read them prayerfully  -  And meditate on them
5. The Disclosure
They arrive home  
‘He made as though he would have gone further’                                      v 28
He does not impose Himself on His people
n.b. We have as much of Him as we desire!

They invite Him in  
'They Constrained him' 
There was something about this Stranger that attracted them!
He warmed their hearts!

'Abide with us: for it is toward evening and the day is far spent’                v 29

They invite Him into their home!
They wanted this strange attraction to continue!
They did not want Him to leave them

And so they constrain Him  -  'Abide with us’  

                                            -  How richly they were rewarded!

Like others in scripture:-

Jacob at Peniel  -  When the Lord said ‘Let me go..’

                             ‘I will not let thee go except thou bless me’         Gen 32.26
n.b.  Do we constrain Him to 'Abide with us’?

         Only those who desire His presence  -  Enjoy this experience

         How close are we to Christ?

         Is He ‘Only a stranger’  or do our hearts burn with His presence?

The Answer will be evident in:- Our Worship at the Breaking of Bread

                                                  Our Prayers in the Prayer Meeting  
He accepts their invitation

‘And he went in to tarry with them'                                                             
n.b. He is a Guest - By invitation

                                Not an Intruder!

n.b. Humility of the Risen Christ  -  To accept their humble hospitality!
He takes Control

They prepared a meal  -  They sat (reclined) to eat it

The Guest becomes the Host!

'As he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them'                                                                                              v 30

Had they seen Him do this before  -  When He fed 5,000?

Had they heard Him give thanks before eating in the past? 
This was the Son speaking to the Father

They knew His voice  -  As Mary had done!

They looked at His hands  -  They had Nail Scars!

Their eyes were opened

They had opened their Home  -  He opens their Eyes

Earlier  -  'Their eyes were holden that they should not know him'          v 16

Now  -  'Their eyes were opened, and they knew him: 
             and he vanished out of their sight'
They recognised their Lord  -  And he disappeared!

n.b. ‘Opened’ things in chapter

'Their eyes were opened’                                                                           v 31
‘He opened to us the scriptures’                                                                 v 32

‘Then opened he their understanding’                                                        v 45
n.b. We see the Lord’s Body was now changed

       He will explain this later in the Upper Room

       But we already see differences here:-
       Although He looked like any other man  -  Walking along the road

       He could Appear and Disappear at will

       Did He eat with this couple?  He certainly will in the Upper Room!
6. The Delight
Their Experience of the Risen Christ
'Did not our heart burn within us...'                                                             v 32

His tender ministry had warmed their cold hearts

Their Decision to Return to the Disciples
'They rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem’                         v 33    

They return immediately  

Having advised Him not to go on alone in the night!

Disregarding the danger

How different the Return Journey must have been!

They were bursting to tell the Disciples their news!

They Find the Disciples
‘The eleven’  -  General term used in a collective sense

                        To describe the original band of disciples
                        Excluding Judas
                        A Generic term -  like  ‘The twelve’ elsewhere

10 or 11  Disciples in the Upper Room when they arrived 

               (10 when the Saviour appeared later)

Peter was back with them and had told of his meeting with the Master

So before the Couple can tell their story  -  They are told the great news!
‘The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared unto Simon’                        v 34
They share their experience
Yes!  We know!  He walked with us  -  Talked with us  -  Ate with us!
'And they told what things were done in the way, 
and how he was known of them in the breaking of bread’                         v 35
n.b.  ‘The breaking of bread’  -  An ordinary meal
We have seen the Great Shepherd of the Sheep in action

The Perfect Servant  

Gently dealing with bruised reeds and dimly burning wicks
This Experience can be Ours

‘Although they were unconscious of Him  -  Jesus was near!

He met them on the highway  -  Not in the sanctuary

He entered into their sorrows  -  Though He knew them to be foolish

He did not say ‘Follow Me’  -  He went with them’
Lessons

He knows our circumstances

He walks with us along life’s path

He listens to our problems

He enters our homes

He doesn’t impose Himself

If we invite Him:-

He will reveal Himself in the scriptures

He will warm our hearts

He will open our eyes

He will give us a message to tell others

Truth to Enjoy
He is always with us in every circumstance of life
'He himself hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee'           Heb 13
He’ll never, never leave us
He’ll never, never, never forsake us

So don’t pray for Him to be with you  -  He already is!
Pray that you will be conscious of His presence

This couple carried their burden without being aware He was with them

Until He opened their eyes!
Lord, Open our eyes!

