The Challenge of the Empty Tomb

Lk 24.1-8;  1Cor 15.1-8

Come and Stand Before the Empty Tomb!

A New Era has begun

This is ‘The third day’ after the Crucifixion  -  With its Challenge

                                         ‘Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?’
           ‘Behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow’  Lam 1.12
The first day of the week’  -  Day of Resurrection  -  With a New Challenge
           ‘Behold, I am alive for ever more’                                            Rev 1.18
Christianity is Unique  

It boasts an Empty Tomb  -  A Risen Saviour!
                                             All False Religions have Dead Leaders
                                             Christianity has a Living Christ

Enthroned in Heaven  -  On behalf of His believing people
                                       ‘Great High Priest’   Able to:-  
                                                                       Save  -  Succour  -  Sympathise

An Indisputable Fact

Followers saw the Empty Tomb

Women met the Risen Lord in the Garden

Two walked with Him on Emmaus Road

Disciples saw Him in the Upper Room  -  And on the Seashore

Over 500 saw Him on one occasion

Stephen the Martyr saw Him  -  ‘Jesus standing on the right hand of God’
Paul the Apostle saw Him - Damascus Road   ‘Last of all he was seen of me’
And yet Men try to Discredit it

Jewish Sanhedrin Failed to Prevent it!  -  Tried to Cover it up

Sadducees Denied it  -  Challenged by Jesus                                   Mtt 22.23

                                   -  Challenged by Paul                                         Acts 23

Some Corinthians Denied it  -                                                         1Cor 15.12

Others taught that it had already taken place!                                  2Tim 2.18

Many Religious Leaders today  -  Deny the Bodily Resurrection of Christ

                                                      Approx 50% Anglican Priests deny it!

The devil’s Aim  -  Why?

Because without the Resurrection  -  ‘We are of all men most miserable’

A dead Christ could help no-one!

An Integral Truth of the Gospel                                 1Cor 15.3-4
Paul preached the Gospel  -  They Received it  -  And stood in the good of it!

‘Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures’                        
           Without His Death  -  No forgiveness of sins

                                             Are your sins forgiven?

‘He was buried’

           Men Crucified Him  -  God Judged Him for the Sin of the World

                                           -  God overruled in His burial

                                              (Joseph and Nicodemus)
‘He rose again the third day, according to the scriptures’

           Scriptures predicted it  -  It must happen if He was the Son of God
          ‘Thou wilt not leave my soul in Hades, nor suffer thy holy one to see

           Corruption’                                                          Acts 2.27  (Psa 16.10)
Resurrection is to do with Bodies 

Souls & Spirits do not require resurrection  -  They exist eternally

                                                                        You will live for ever!

Today  -  Unbelievers who have died  -  In Hell

                Believers who have died      -  In Heaven  -  'With Christ'

Both Temporary States  -  Awaiting Rapture (Believers) & Resurrection

All will be re-united with Bodies before entering the Eternal State

All Believers:-  Will take part in the ‘First resurrection’                   Rev 20.5-5

                                                        'The Resurrection of Life'              Jn 5.29

All Unbelievers:-  Will take part in the Second Resurrection

                                                        'The Resurrection of Damnation'   Jn 5.29
                            Raised to stand before the Great White Throne

                            Banished to the Lake of Fire -  Eternally!        Rev 20.11-15

Why is Bodily Resurrection necessary?
Sin brought Death  -  Which affected Bodies as well as Souls

                                  Physical Death as well as Spiritual Death

n.b. Satan has an interest in the bodies of saints                                  Jude 7
Redemption would not be complete if Christ’s work only saved Souls

Victory over Satan would not be complete without resurrection of Bodies

Resurrection completes believers' Redemption - Body - Soul - Spirit

How has this been made Possible?
By the Incarnation

Christ became a Man  -  ‘The Word became flesh and dwelt among us’
                                       ‘The Man Christ Jesus’

He lived and Died in a body  -  Like you and me!

Except He was Sinless!

Death had no claim on Him  -  So He laid down His life voluntarily

God cannot die  -  But the Perfect Man could  -  His Death was real

His body lay in the grave  -  Until the Day of Resurrection!

For Him  -  Resurrection followed death in three days

                 ‘Thou wilt not leave my soul in hades,

                 nor suffer thine holy one to see corruption’
He ascended to Heaven 40 days later  -  The First Man in the Glory!
Angels must have wondered

The Father was satisfied

Because He is there  -  His people will also!

Where will your Eternal Destiny be? 
1. It Proves the Reality of Christ’s Claims
He Claimed to have come on a Mission

‘The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost’    Lk 19.10

He is Still Seeking Sinners!
He Claimed Equality with His Father God

‘I and my Father are One’                                                                   Jn 10.30

The Key Issue that brought about His Death

‘Art thou the Son of God?’                                                                   Lk 22.70

‘He made himself the Son of God’                                                        Jn 19.7

This Issue caused Divisions

‘He is a good man, nay, but he deceiveth the people’                          Jn 7.12

Either he is an Imposter  -  Or the Son of God! 

You have to decide!
He Claimed Ability to Lay Down His Life and Take it Again

‘I lay down my life…I have power to lay it down, 

and I have power to take it again’                                                  Jn 10.16-17

‘Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it again’                    Jn 2.21
So They Put His Claims to the Test  -  They Crucified Him!

‘Thou that destroyest the temple and buildest it in three days, save thyself, 

if thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross’                      Mtt 27.40 

On the Third Day  -  The Tomb was Empty!

Proving the reality of Christ’s claims 

The scriptures were fulfilled!

He is the Son of God

2.  It Proves God’s Satisfaction in a Finished Work

Jesus had the power to raise Himself from the Dead

But The Father did it  -  To show His Satisfaction in the Death of His Son

The Father Raised Him from the Dead

‘This same Jesus, whom God raised up’                                    Acts 2.32 etc.

‘Raised from the dead by the glory of the Father’                               Rom 6.4

The Father Received Him back to Heaven

He ascended through the Heavens

By - Principalities - Powers - Mights - Dominions - Every name that is named

To be received by the Father -

‘Sit on my right hand until I make thine enemies the footstool of thy feet’

The Father will give Him Universal Authority

Because of His work on earth:-  
‘God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father’                                                                                              Phil 2.9-11
The Father has given Him Authority to be Judge of all men

‘The Father hath committed all judgment unto the Son’                        Jn 5.22

His voice will raise the dead:-

‘The hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; 

they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation’                                        v 28-9
Every human will stand before Him  -  Either as Saviour or Judge

Believers     -  Judgment Seat of Christ  -  Review and Reward

Unbelievers -  Great White Throne  -  Lake of Fire                     Rev 20.11-15                                               
 The Father can now Receive Sinners on a Right Basis

God can be  -  ‘Just and the Justifier of him that believes in Jesus’     Ro 3.26
Now is the day of Salvation!
3.  It Proves He Is Able to Save Sinners

A Dead Saviour would be no more than a Martyr!

He Died to Pay the Price for Sin  

‘The Lamb of God which beareth away the sin of the world’                 Jn 1.29

Believers can say  -  He ‘Bear our sins in His own body on the tree’
He Lives to be our Saviour  

‘If Christ be not raised, we are yet in our sins’                                1Cor 15.17

‘He is able to save to the uttermost all that are coming unto God by him,

Seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them’                        Heb 7.25

He is the Firstfruits  -  Forerunner  -  Great High Priest

Entered into  -  

‘Heaven itself now to appear in the presence of God for us’              Heb 9.24

We live in expectation of Rapture and Resurrection
The Lord could come at any moment!

Resurrection  
‘The Dead in Christ will rise first’  -  With new bodies!                  1Thess 4.16
Their bodies were ‘Sown in corruption...in dishonour...in weakness...

                               ...a natural body’                          
Their same bodies will be ‘Raised in incorruption...in glory...in power...

                                          ...a spiritual body’

Changed for eternity!

Rapture
‘We which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air’ 

Our bodies were never placed in a grave  -  To experience Resurrection

But they will be changed instantly  -  We will experience Rapture!

What a Day!

Described so graphically 
A Rapture:-  ‘Caught up’

A Return: -    ‘I will come again...’  

     Sudden  -   No Warning  -  Nothing preventing it

     Swift       -   No Waiting   -  ‘In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye’

     Silent     -    No Publicity

     Selective -  No Unbelievers  (But All believers!) 

A Rally: -  ‘Voice of the archangel and the trump of God’

             ‘The last trump’  3rd Trumpet blast  -  ‘March’
A Resurrection:-  
A Re-union:-  ‘ Caught up together with them...’

A Revelation:-  ‘To meet the Lord in the air’

               Face to face with Christ my Saviour, Face to face, what will it be,

              When with rapture I behold Him, Jesus Christ who died for me!

A Relationship:- ‘So shall we ever be with the Lord’

What a Prospect!
‘Wherefore comfort one another with these words’ 
What a Victory!
When those who are Resurrected will shout:- ‘O death, where is thy sting?

And those who are Raptured will shout:-  ‘O grave, where is thy victory?

And we’ll all shout:-  ‘Thanks be unto God which giveth us the victory

                                  through our Lord Jesus Christ’                   1Cor 15.55-6
The Challenge of the Empty Tomb

Is He your Saviour?

Remember  -  One day He will Return in Power and Great Glory

                        He will Judge the World

                        At the Great White Throne He will judge Unbelievers

                       And then Rule and Reign Universally!

Where will you be then?  
Are you anticipating Rapture and Resurrection?

Or awaiting Judgment?

Your eternal destiny depends on your decision! 

