2. Gethsemane

Mtt 26.36-46; Mk 14.32-42; Lk 22.39-46; Jn 18.1
1. The Saviour Praying
The Context 

Jesus and twelve disciples went to the Upper Room

They ate the Passover Supper 
The Saviour instituted the ‘Lord’s Supper’ 

He taught them - ‘Upper room ministry’                                                   Jn 14
He continued teaching them on the way to Gethsemane                   Jn 15-16
Jesus prayed to His Father                                                                      Jn 17 

Now He led the eleven to Gethsemane

Over the brook       

'He went forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron'                       Jn 18.1

The Winter Brook -  Kidron
David  -  Had once crossed this brook                                       2 Sam 15.23ff

               A Rejected King  -  Fleeing from Absalom  

Great David's Greater Son  -  Now crossed Kidron  -  The Rejected King
Compare David and Jesus 

Both crossed over Kidron as Rejected Kings

Saviour was well aware of the pathos of this event 

-  As He went down into the valley

-  As He crossed over the winter brook Kidron

Contrast David and Jesus   

David wept as he went  -  Acknowledging his Failure  -  As Father and King

                              -  His great sin had ultimately brought about his rejection

cf. Saviour

No Sin  -  No Failure!

But there must have been sadness in His heart - He was the Rejected King!

As He crossed Kidron it was flowing red with blood!

'The water that night would have been running bright crimson from the blood of 100's of 1,000's of Passover lambs slain just above on the Temple mount'                                                                                           (Unknown)
Into the garden                                                                              Jn 18.1-2
'Where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples...       
...Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples'                                      
n.b. Only in John - He was Betrayed - in a Garden
                               He was Buried     - in a Garden                              19.41
"Only John tells us that Gethsemane was a garden, and only John tells us the Saviour was buried in a garden tomb. In a garden Adam sinned and brought death

on all his posterity. In a garden the redeemer prayed and wept as He contemplated death, and in a garden tomb His holy body lay silent for three days. But in that same garden He appeared to Mary, alive evermore!"                             (J.Flanagan)

John
Omits the Prayers in the Garden - He is portraying the Son of God
Luke 

Calls Gethsemane 'The Mount of Olives'                                                   
And also says they often went there

'Went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives'                                     22.39
They were on familiar ground - They had enjoyed its quiet seclusion 

                                                   He had taught them here

                                                   He would ascend from here

                                                   He will return here
n.b. ‘When he was at the place’                 -  Gethsemane                  22.40
        ‘When they were come to the place’  -  Calvary                           23.33

Matthew &  Mark 

Name Gethsemane  = ‘Olive Press’  =  Place of Crushing Pressure

                                                              Where Oil was produced from olives

"A 'Y' shaped valley flanked the mount on which Jerusalem was built. The western arm, the Valley of Hinnom, or Gehenna, was the city refuse dump with constantly burning refuse used to resemble 'Hell' and 'The Lake of Fire'. 
In contrast, the eastern branch of the 'Y', the Kidron Valley, remained a place of natural beauty. The verdure of olive trees was concentrated near the base at a grove called, 'Olive Press Garden' - Gethsemane.                                          (Maier)

Leaving the Eleven

‘Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder’                                            Mtt 26.36

‘Pray that ye enter not into temptation’  (Luke - Gospel of Prayer)     Lk 22.40

Temptation?  -  To Deny and Forsake their Master when He was taken?

Taking the Three

Matthew &  Mark 

Peter, James and John - Witnessed - His Greatness re Jairus’ Daughter

                                                          - His Glory         on the Mount

                                     Will now see - His Grief          in the Garden

n.b. We now stand upon Holy Ground! 

        We cannot  fully understand what took place here 

        The Saviour's Holiness   -  Heightened the  Intensity to His Suffering

        Physical  -  Emotional  -  Spiritual

        He had come to fulfil Prophecies  -  And the Father's Will

n.b. Christ's sufferings in the garden were not part of His Atoning Work

        Redemption was accomplished in 3 Hrs of Darkness on the Cross

        'Who, his own self, bare our sins in his own body on the tree'  1Pet 2.24
        These sufferings anticipated the agony of the Cross

         As God  -  He knew exactly what He would suffer

His Deep Depression 

'Began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy’                             Mk 14.33
‘Deeply depressed’
His Unspeakable Sorrow

‘My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death’                                        Mtt; Mk

His Sorrow exceeded that of his Disciples'

This sorrow alone could have caused His death! 

He could have died of a broken heart!

cf. 
'Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the
Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger'                            La 1:12  

Leaving the Three

He Instructs them 

To Wait and Watch  -  

‘Tarry ye here and watch with me’                                                     Mtt 26.38
He leaves them

'He went a little further'                                                                    Mtt 26.39   

True of all his ministry!                                       

'He was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast'                         Lk 22.41

Luke measured it
Suggesting this was an experience no-one else could enter into!

With the Father

His Posture  -  Its Extremity

Luke - 'Kneeled down and prayed'                Kneeling

Mark - 'Fell on the ground and prayed'          Falling down

Matthew - 'Fell on his face and prayed'         Prostrate on the ground
n.b. The increasing intensity  -  Fell on His knees - Fell on his face
cf. Earlier -  'Lifted up his eyes into heaven'                                          Jn 17
His Prayers  -  Their Detail 

Rhetorical - Did not expect or receive an answer!
Matthew &  Mark
Record Saviour praying three times
Matthew
Shows -  He prayed one prayer  -  Then second prayer  -  Twice

(i) 'O my father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me, 

     nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt'                                      26.39
'Is it possible that redemption's work be carried out without the cross?'

Heaven is silent!   -   No!

(ii) 'O my father, if this cup may not pass away from me, 
      except I drink it, Thy will be done'                                                   26.42
'Since it is impossible to accomplish the work without the cross,
 I will drink this cup. Thy will be done'

Father and Son in Harmony  -  The Father's will was the Son's will

This prayer prayed twice

n.b. This is not a Saviour faltering in weakness!

        But it shows the agony of His holy soul at prospect of being made sin!

His Support

Only Luke                                                                                        Lk 22.43

'And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him'    
n.b.  Angelic Ministry to the Saviour

        Gabriel announced His conception and birth to Mary                 Lk 1.26

        An angel announced His birth to shepherds                                     2.9

        Accompanied by - 'A multitude of the heavenly host praising God'

After Temptation - 'Angels came and ministered unto him'    Mt 4.11; Mk 1.13

At Calvary           -  More than12 legions of angels available             Mtt 26.53

At Tomb              -  Angel rolled back the stone and sat on it              Mtt 28.2

In Tomb              -  2 angels announced His resurrection     Lk 24.6; Jn 20.12

At Ascension      -  2 angels announced His return                               Ac 1.11

At Rapture          -  'Voice of the archangel'                                   1Thess 4.16

At Return in Glory - '...Revealed from heaven with his mighty angels'  
                                                                            2Thess 1.7; Mtt 24.31; 25.31
But there will be no angelic ministry at Calvary!  Alone!

His Sweat

Only Luke

After First Prayer  -  the Angel strengthened Him

'And being in an agony, he prayed more earnestly'                            Lk 22.44

Already    - 'In an agony'

He prayed - 'More earnestly'    

'And his sweat was, as it were, great drops of blood falling down to the ground'

Such was the horror of Calvary contemplated here in Gethsemane

Did the Saviour sweat blood?

Why else would there be this description?

His Tears

'Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from (out of) death, and was heard in that he feared'                    Heb 5:7  

The Disciples Sleeping

Matthew & Mark

Saviour returned once

'And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: 

the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak'                        Mtt 26.40-41

Had He been praying for an hour?

And the second time

'And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy.

And he left them (asleep) and went away again, and prayed the third time'
                                                                                                           v 43-44

And the third time

'Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, 

Sleep on now, and take your rest'                                                           v 45

Luke

Recognised that this was the sleep of sorrowful exhaustion

'He found them sleeping for sorrow'                                               Lk 22.45                                                           
We have seen:           1. The Saviour Praying
Now see:                 
2. The Saviour Betrayed

Mtt 26.45-56; Mk 14.41-52; Lk 22.47-53; Jn 18.2-11
The Saviour's Knowledge

'Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners'                                                                       Mtt 26.45; Mk 14.41

n.b. refs. to His 'Hour'

cf. 'Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him'  Jn 18.4
Judas the Betrayer

His Privilege

'Judas, one of the twelve'                                                              Mtt; Mk; Lk

His Plan

'Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; hold him fast'               Mtt 26.48

His Protection

The Temple Guard and Representatives of the Sanhedrin                           

His Deceit

'Hail Master'                                                                                     Mtt 26.49

'Master, Master'                                                                               Mk 14.45

His Final Opportunity 
'Friend, wherefore art thou come/'                                                             Mtt

'Judas, betrayest thou the Son of Man with a kiss?'                                   Lk

n.b. Fulfilment of Scripture:                                                          

'So they weighed for my price 30 pieces of silver'                     Zech 11.12-13
'Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, 
which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me'             Ps 41:9 

Peter the Swordsman

Time for action!

For the first time in his life - he uses a sword!

Was he left handed?

Did he aim to split the man's head in two?

Cut off the ear of one of the high priest's servants
John  (His best friend) - Names Peter  -  Perhaps years after he had died

                                     - And Malchus (he knew the High Priest)

                                     - It was the right ear
How did Peter come to have a sword?                               see Lk 22.35-38

One of the two they had between them!
A change had come about

When with the Saviour - as Preachers of the Kingdom - needed no provision
                                                                                                                Lk 9.3

Now entering a different phase as  the Saviour was leaving them

They needed to make provision for themselves - including swords for self protection

Jesus the Healer

Rebuke to Peter                                                                                Mtt 26.52

Now was not the time to use the sword

In fact - we never read of swords again in connection with the Disciples!

Reason

'Put up the sword into the sheath: the cup that my Father hath given me,

shall I not drink it?'                                                                              Jn 18.11 

Restoration of the severed ear

Luke - 'He touched his ear and healed him'                                       Lk 22.51
Jesus the 'I am'                                                                              Jn 18.4-9

Only John: 

The Son of God  -  In Total Control!

'Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, 

went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?'
'I am...Judas stood with them...they went backward, and fell to the ground'

'Let these go their way'

Disciples forsook Him and Fled

'Then all the disciples forsook him and fled'                                       Mtt; Mk 

Unnamed Disciple                                                                    Mk 14.51-52

'And there followed him a certain young man, having a linen cloth cast 

about his naked body; and the young men laid hold on him: 

And he left the linen cloth, and fled from them naked'

Was this Mark himself?

The Arresting Officers

'Laid their hands on him and took him'                                               Mtt; Mk
'Then the band and the captain and the officers of the Jews took Jesus, 

and bound him, and led him away'                                            Jn 18.12-13

Who were they?

'The chief priests, and captains of the temple, and the elders'         Lk 22.52
'A band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, 

cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons'                     Jn 18.3

'Captains of the temple...officers from the chief priests'   =   Temple Guard
'A band'  =  'A Cohort'   =   Tenth part of a Legion   =   600 men
May not have been literally 600 - but enough to surround the Garden and prevent escape!

And so the Saviour is Betrayed
