Israel and the Church
Romans 9,10,11
1. Israel  -  Past and Present
Introduction
The Sovereign State of Israel did not exist 65 years ago today!
It was on 14th May 1948 that the Nation come into being once again   

After 2000 yrs of ‘Diaspora’  -  Scattering among the nations

World-wide Anti Semitism    -  Terrible persecution 
Bearing consequences of    -  ‘His blood be on us and on our children’
Israel was the Name God gave to Jacob

At Peniel  -  The Ford Jabbok                                                     Gen 32.24-32
From Jacob’s 12 Sons came the 12 Tribes of Israel

Jacob’s descendants became known as  -  ‘The Children of Israel’
The Land God gave them became  -  ‘The land of Israel’

And God became known as  -  ‘The God of Israel’

Why is Israel Significant?  Relevant to believers today?

We know that God has a Plan for this World

This plan revolves around Nation of Israel

God’s plan of Salvation 
For Lost Humanity was revealed after the Fall                                        Gen 3
Devised by God in Eternity
It required that God should become Man  -  And die for the Sin of the World

‘The seed of the woman’  -  Would bruise the Serpent’s head  -  Defeat him!
We trace the Bloodline of the promised ‘Seed’ (offspring)   
Through Abel  -  Seth  -  Noah  -  Shem  -  Abram  -  Isaac  -  Jacob (Israel)

God chose Israel to bring Salvation to Lost Sinners

It was from the Tribe of Judah  -  Through David’s Royal Bloodline  

                                                  -  That Christ came

God has a Great Future for Israel

Despite the fact that the Nation rejected its Messiah

And is Set aside in Unbelief at present  -  They will Repent and be saved

And Eternally  -  Israel and Jerusalem will be God’s Centre on Earth

Let’s look at Israel’s Past in more detail:-
Israel in the Past

Consider some Key Men in Israel’s Past:-

Abraham  -  Father of the Nation                                                                                 

The Jews still regard Abraham as Father of the Nation
Gospels:-  ‘We have Abraham to our father’                                          Mtt 3.9

                 ‘Abraham is our father’                                                         Jn 8.39

                 ‘Our father Abraham’                                                        frequently

But also - Father of All who Believe

Principle of Justification by Faith
Introduced in Genesis:-  
‘He believed in the Lord: and he counted it to him for righteousness’       15.6
Expounded in Galatians:-  
‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness …

…They which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham’           3.6-7
And Romans:-

‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness….

…The father of all them that believe…father of us all’                            4.3-16

Reformed Theology

Luther and his peers -  Brought to light the Truth of Justification by Faith
                                     This was of God! It brought about the Reformation!      

But some saw no difference between Israel and the Church

Today this Theology continues -  That OT and NT believers are all one

                                     That as all are Justified by Faith 
                                     There is no difference between Israel and the Church
This involves:-

Replacement Theology
Because Israel rejected Messiah and is Set Aside in Unbelief

Israel’s promised blessing are transferred to the Church

The Church has replaced Israel in God’s purposes!

But we shall see that NT clearly teaches that they are distinct!

Abraham will be Eternally Blessed  -  But not as a member of the Church!

Israel’s blessings Have  -  And always Will Be  -  Earthly

The Churches blessings have never been earthly  -  They are heavenly!

But back to our Subject!

As we Consider some Key Men in Israel’s Past:-

We must also briefly consider God’s Promises to them  -  Covenants:-

Abrahamic Covenant  

In which God promised him  -  An Heir  -  A Nation  -  A Land

                                                 And through the Nation  -  Worldwide blessing
Unconditional and Irrevocable:-

Revealed progressively (7 stages)

Established Eternal Conditions for Israel and the Nations

                 Gen 12.1-3; 13.14-18; 15.1-21; 17.4-8; 22.15-24; 26.1-5; 28.10-15

Jacob  -  Founder of the Nation                          

But it was through Jacob (‘Israel’) that the nation came into being

Jacob and his family of 70 souls  -  went into Egypt in a time of famine
Joseph  -  Facilitator of the Nation

Was used by God to accomplish this

They were honoured by Pharaoh for Joseph’s sake

And allowed to settle in the land of Goshen
Moses  -  First Leader of the Nation

The family of 70 now emerged after 400 years 
A nation of perhaps 2,500,000 people  -  'The Children of Israel'

Moses led them to Mount Sinai where God met them
Mosaic Covenant                                                                   Exod. chs19-31
Conditional:-
God gave them the Law  -  Summarised in 10 Commandments

He instructed them to construct a 'tent of meeting' -  the Tabernacle

And established the Priesthood and Sacrificial system
Conditional  -  ‘This do and thou shalt live’
The Nation agreed  -  ‘All that the Lord hath said we will do’

It was Ratified by Blood  -  Of Offerings

If they Obeyed  -  Blessings

If they Disobeyed  -  Curses

Introduced the Dispensation of Law
Established Man’s sinfulness and God’s provision

A Period of Theocracy 

When Israel was ruled directly by God

God led them to the border of Canaan  -  ‘The Promised Land’

But they failed to enter through unbelief

So they wandered in the wilderness for 38 years 

An entire generation died in unbelief  -  with only Joshua and Caleb surviving

Joshua  -  Second Leader of the Nation

Joshua succeeded Moses and led the conquest of Canaan

9 ½  tribes claimed their inheritance -  2 ½ remained outside

Judges

Joshua died 

A third generation since Egypt -  ‘Who knew not the Lord..’ Turned to idolatry

So God allowed them to be defeated by various invading forces 

They cried to Him for deliverance 

The Period of the Judges now commenced
A Period of Democracy

We see deterioration from Theocracy to Democracy
The book of Judges records 13 Judges who were used by God over 350 yrs 

They brought the people back to Him, and give victory over their enemies

But at the end they are living like the nations in the land

4 times we read,  'There was no king in Israel'

And twice,  'Every man did that which was right in his own eyes'

Israel had reached its lowest ebb thus far 

Twice they confessed  'The glory is departed'                            

Monarchy

In answer to a Godly woman’s prayer

God raised up Samuel to bring the nation back to Himself

Samuel was a Judge -  Prophet -  Priest  -  King-maker

God directed Samuel to anoint Saul the first king of Israel - He was a complete failure 

God then instructed Samuel to anoint David  -  as second king of Israel
He was the ‘Man after God’s own heart’

Davidic Covenant                                                                      2 Sam 7.5-19
Established the Throne of David eternally

To be fulfilled in Christ - born 'The son of David, the son of Abraham’  Mtt 1.1

He will reign  'Upon the throne of his father David’

David's reign was marked by victory over surrounding nations

He died - leaving the throne to his son - Solomon 

Who’s reign was marked by prosperity and peace

Divided Nation
The nation divided into 10 tribes (Israel) in the north and 2 tribes (Judah) in the south

Hence the parallel line of kings of Judah and kings of Israel

Israel

Israel - Capital Samaria - became idolatrous and was ruled by 20 godless kings for nearly 200 years before going into Assyrian captivity

Judah
Judah - Capital Jerusalem - continued with God-fearing periods and times of idolatry, depending on the character of the 20 kings who reigned for almost 350 years before going into Babylonian captivity

Captivity

Israel has remained scattered among the nations

Judah’s captivity lasted 70 years before a remnant returned to the land

Remnant’s Return
After 70 years captivity in Babylon - A Remnant of Judah returned to the land

About 50,000 Jews returned with Zerubbabel - to rebuild the Temple

Another 5,000 with Ezra - to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem 

Old Testament history ends with the nation once again moving away from God 

And the prophet Malachi calling the people to repent and return to the Lord
400 Silent Years

Inter-testamental period of which Scripture is silent
During which  -  The Persian Empire gave way to the Roman Empire

First Advent of Jesus Christ

Jesus ‘Came unto his own, and his own received him not’ 
Israel rejected their Messiah  -  Crucified Him
2,000 Years of Dispersion
Israel’s total dispersion was predicted by God if the nation failed under Law

‘...ye shall be plucked from off the land ...and the Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from one end of the earth even unto the other...and among these nations shalt thou find no ease..’                          Deut 28.63-68

The Saviour predicted the Destruction of the Temple:-

‘There shall not be left here one stone upon another, 

that shall not be thrown down’                                                             Mtt 24.2

AD 70  -  Emperor Titus sacked Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple

                Slaughtered more than 1,000,000 Jews 

                 Took 97,000 prisoners back to slavery in Rome 
Later  -  All remaining Jews were banished from the land
In mockery  -  They named the land of Israel  -  ‘Palestine’

                       After their bitterest enemies  -  Philistines!

AD 132-5 -  Emperor Hadrian Rebuilt Jerusalem as a Pagan city

                   Naming it ‘Aelia Capitolina’

Despite the Dispersion  -  Jews never lost their Identity

Continued to identify with:-  The Torah (the Law)

                                             Writings of their Rabbis

                                             Observance of Sabbath and Feasts

                                             Jewish traditions

Down the Centuries Jews have been Persecuted and Killed      
Much of the following detail is copied from ‘Israel in History and Prophecy’
                                                                                                        By A Linton
Most frequently by so-called ‘Christians’  -  Who accused them of being

                                                                     guilty of the Death of Christ
4th Century Constantine  -  Who championed Organised ‘Christianity’

                                           Banished Jews from Constantinople

Anti Semitism has been worldwide  -  Some detail here:-
Britain’s Magna Carta (1215)  - A  Revolutionary Document charting Human
                                                  Rights  -  Legalised persecution of Jews
During the Dark Ages  -  All Jews were expelled from England

                                        And not allowed to return for 400 years

15th Century  -  Inquisition in Spain and Portugal brought terrible persecution

                         Spain expelled 500,000 Jews

16th Century  -  Bible translated into English for first time

                         The Reformation - When men read Scripture for the first time

                         And had a new understanding of God’s purposes for Israel

                         Concept of ‘Jewish Restoration’ was taught by the Puritans

19th Century  -  An Influential group of Christians in government circles  -  

                         Embraced the concept of a Restored Jewish State

                         e.g. Sir Isaac Newton, Lord Palmerstone, Benjamin Disraeli

                         Result:- British government assisted persecuted Jews

                                      returning to Palestine to set up settlements

1894  -  Zionism was created by Theodore Herzl 

              Seeing that Jews could not be safe in Europe  -  He decided 

              they needed a homeland of their own

1897  -  He founded the Zionist Movement in Basel, Switzerland
1914-18 War  -  British forces captured Jerusalem from the Turkish empire

              General Allenby, a Christian  -  Dismounted his horse to Walk in  -


Acknowledging that no-one but Messiah should ride into the city!

1917  -  Balfour Declaration was written by Lord Balfour of the Foreign Office

to the Zionist Movement in recognition of invaluable help of Jewish scientist, Dr Weizmann, in producing Gun Powder for British Military

It stated the British Government favoured Jews resettling in Palestine

             But nothing changed!
Later  -  Sir Winston Churchill, attempting to appease Arabs signed another
             Document partitioning Palestine and recognising a new Territory of
             Trans-Jordan
            This was accepted by United Nations

            Jewish immigration was severely restricted
1920’s  -  New wave of Anti Semitism swept Europe 
          Jews were forced to live in ‘Ghettos’ (Segregated and Deprived areas)
          They suffered ‘Pogroms’ (Organised massacres)  -  particularly in

          Germany, Poland and Russia

1933  -  Hitler became Germany’s Chancellor and persecution intensified

1939-45  -  During 2nd World War Nazi aim was to Free Europe of all Jews!

               To this end the ‘Holocaust’ was implemented

               ‘Holocaust’  =  Gk ‘Holokaustos’ = ‘Whole burnt offering’ 

                6 million Jews died in purpose built Concentration Camps
               Approx. one third of entire Jewish population!

After the War  -  Many survivors sought refuge in Palestine

                     Adding to tension between Jew and Arabs

                     British favoured the Arabs and restricted Jewish immigration

                     British Navy intercepted immigrant ships and interned Jews in

                    Camps on Cyprus

                    Only a few each month were allowed into Palestine

                    Once again Jews suffered in Camps in harsh conditions

1947  -  Britain handed over the Palestine problem to United Nations
14th May 1948  -  The State of Israel was officially acknowledged

                            The Nation was Born  -  Or Re-Born!

            British authorities showed their true feelings towards  the Jews

            In an act of betrayal - Left most of military installations in Arab hands
David Ben Gurion  -  was appointed Israel’s first Prime Minister
Dr Weizmann  -  its First president

The Same Day  -  President Truman announced that America recognised the

                             New State of Israel

This marked a Most Important Prophetic Event
Israel must be back in the Land before God’s Prophetic Clock can start ticking again

All prophecies regarding His Return in Glory to earth assume that Israel is in the Land

14th May 1948  -  Started this process  -  Prophecy was being fulfilled:-
‘I will bring them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers’  Jer 16.15

n.b.  This was only the Beginning of the process

With many prophecies  -  There is a Double Fulfilment

                                         Early  -  And Later

The prophecies concerning the Re-patriation of Israel will yet be completely fulfilled in the future

What has happened since 1948 is a re-gathering of the Jews in unbelief
1959  -  ‘Law of Return’ was passed by the Jewish Knesset

             Welcomed anyone of Jewish descent  -  Unconditionally

             And Jews have poured into Israel ever since

1948  -  Population 600,000

2011  -  Population 6,000,000

             Only other country in the world with as many Jews is U.S.A.

How would this diverse population be integrated?

With Jews from 100 countries and different languages emigrating there

1948  -  Declaration of Independence  -  Stated that Hebrew would be the

                                                                Official National Language

In Practice:- All Jews returning to Israel are initially placed in Centres

                   Their Background and Skills are evaluated
                   They are then allocated a permanent home

                    From the time of arrival  -  All Jews must learn to speak Hebrew!

In One Generation this Integration has taken place!

The Revival of the Hebrew Language is a Miracle!

Hebrew had not been spoken for  almost 2,500 years!
It had been superseded by Aramaic  -  Learned in exile in Babylon

When the remnant returned - Hebrew was only spoken in Worship & Prayers

1858  -  Lithuanian Jew  -  Eliezer Yehuda  -  Saw the need of Hebrew

                                                                        language to unite Jews

             He set about reviving the Dead Language
1916  -  40% of Jews could speak Hebrew

1948  -  Declaration of Independence was in Hebrew

Today  -  The language of the Market Square is the Language of the Old
               Testament!

Israel is Surrounded by Hostile Enemies

Only the Providence of God has overruled its survival!
Upon Independence  -  Israel faced Hostility of Arabs within and around
                                     All bent on Destroying their New Nation

                                     Guerillas attacking from within

                                     Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon all around

Israel had outdated equipment 

Its make shift army was outnumbered by 40 to 1

But various wars of Independence all ended with Israel intact

1956  -  Sinai War  -  Israel successfully defended itself again

During 10 quiet years  -  Israel became a sophisticated military power

1967  -  Six Day War   -  Israel pre-empted an attack by Egypt, Syria and

             Jordan  -  By destroying their aircraft while still on the ground

             This time they advanced and increased their territory from

             6,000 to 36,000 square miles!

             Reaching to the River Jordan (West Bank)

             Regaining the occupied half of Jerusalem and Uniting the city
             Jerusalem now belonged to the Jews!
1973  -  Yom Kippur War  -  Israel’s border forces were depleted as many

              soldiers returned home to celebrate the Day of Atonement

              Egypt & Syria took this opportunity to attack - and nearly succeeded
              But Israeli forces regrouped and repelled them
              And gained further territory!  -  The Golan Heights

              This war was another miracle! God was preserving His People

Israel has continued to survive against all odds until today

Living proof of Providential Hand of God upon them
Israel in the Present Day
Israel has done much to restore its greatness in the past 60-70 years

But is this a Spiritual Renewal and Revival?

Israel is as Secular a Country as ours

There are few Orthodox Jews  -  Who observe the Law and attend

                                                    Synagogues

There is no doubt that God is overruling in this National Revival

But there will be no Spiritual Repentance and Revival until Christ returns in glory to earth  

What does Scripture say about Israel?

Did Israel’s rejection of their Messiah annul the purposes of God?
Paul asks this  -  ‘Hath God cast away his people?’                          Rom 11.1
Answers with a resounding ‘No!’
‘God forbid..God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew’        v 1-2
God still plans to bless the world through the Nation of Israel
In our present Dispensation of Grace:-

Israel has been set aside in the purposes of God  -  Temporarily

In a state of Unbelief  -  Until the end of the Dispensation of Grace

‘I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery…that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in’                                                                                           Rom 11.25

‘The fulness of the Gentiles’  =  The Dispensation of Grace
                                                  From Pentecost to the Rapture

n.b.  Not  -  ‘The times of the Gentiles’                                               Lk 21.24

        Time period from Nebuchadnezzar’s reign to Christ’s Return in Glory

        Described by Daniel in his Image Vision                                         Dan 2

‘The fulness of the Gentiles’  
‘Fulness’  =  ‘That which fills a gap’

                     God is today  -  Filling up the gap

Gathering out of the nations a People  -  The Church  -  Christ’s Body

This Gap  -  Interval  -  Age of Grace  -  Is seen elsewhere in scripture:-
Isaiah prophesied:- ‘For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy redeemer’                                                                               Isa 54.7

7 Feasts of Jehovah  -  4 Spring Feasts  -  summer  -  3 Autumn Feasts 
Israel as The Vine  -  Fig Tree  -  Olive
Romans chs 9-10-11 
Is it not possible for Jews to be saved in this Present Dispensation?

Yes!

We must differentiate between the Nation and Individuals

All who believe the Gospel are Saved:-

‘For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call 

upon the name of the Lord shall be saved’                                Rom 10.12-13
 All who believe become members of the Church:-
And form the ‘One body, whether Jews or Gentiles’                       Rom 11.25

Where there is ‘Neither Jew nor Greek…bond nor free…

                         male nor female…all one in Christ’                            Gal 3.28
Israel as The Vine  -  Fig Tree  -  Olive

Israel  -  Past  -  Present  -  Future

Israel  -  Selected  -  Rejected  -  Accepted 
Israel as The Vine
The Nation of Israel is described as God’s Vine ‘Thou hast brought a vine

                                                                             out of Egypt’             Ps 80.8

Jeremiah describes Israel as  -  ‘A noble vine’ that deteriorates to a

                                                   ‘Degenerate plant’                        Jer 2.21-23

Isaiah describes Israel as God’s Vineyard                                          Isa 5.1-7  

He nurtured it in every way possible  -  But it brought forth Wild Grapes! Fruitful Vine became Fruitless  -  Useless if Fruitless!

Result?  It would be trodden down and lay waste
Israel as The Fig Tree
Parable of Fig Tree planted in a Vineyard  -  Historical                     Lk 13.6-9
                 Despite care and nurture  -  Fruitless  -  ‘Cut it down…’ 
Saviour cursing Barren Fig Tree  -  ‘Nothing.. but leaves’            Mtt 21.18-20
‘Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever (to the age)’    
At Present Israel Nationally  -  Is in a state of Blindness  -  Unbelief

But all is not Lost!

Another Parable of the Fig Tree  -  Prophetic                               Mtt 24.32-34

‘Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh…know that it (Christ’s return) is near’

The context here is the Great Tribulation

But we see the Beginning of the Green Leaves showing as Israel establishes itself today
God will soon take up dealings with His People again!                          
Israel is God’s Prophetic Clock

All end time prophecies relate in some way to the Land of Israel

When Israel becomes prominent -  We are living in momentous days!
God’s prophetic programme for end times is under way!

We must to be living in the Last of the ‘Last days’

Israel will become Increasingly Friendless and Isolated 

Today Israel is under intense International Pressure:-

Military Pressure:-

From surrounding Arab Nations intent on Exterminating them

Constantly under attack from various groups

From countries like Iran with a Nuclear Threat

Political Pressure:-

To give back territory gained in the ‘Six day War’ in 1967 

To give back the west Bank and divide Jerusalem into East and West
And thus establish a Palestinian State  -  With Jerusalem as its Capital

In 2009 Benjamin Netanyahu  -  Israel’s P.M. stated:-
‘United Jerusalem is the capital of Israel...It will never again be divided or cut in half. Jerusalem will remain under Israel’s sovereignty’

Israel’s Two great Allies  -  Britain and U.S. are turning away from her

President Obama is no friend of Israel!  He favours a Palestinian State

Summary
Important to Distinguish between Israel and the Church

Much confusion today

Beware!

Reformed Theology  -  Blurs the distinctions  

Charismatics (not Pentecostals)  -  Preach and sing of

                                                       ‘Bringing in the king…the kingdom’

The Kingdom will come in God’s good time  -  After Christ’s return to earth

