The Day the Saviour Died
Introduction

Lk 22.1,7-20;  1Cor 5.7
Stand at the Cross!

Gaze upon Jesus of Nazareth!

See His Agony           -  Physical  -  Emotional  -  Spiritual

See His Accusation   -  Men’s estimation of Him

Survey a Scene Apparently Chaotic & Out of Control!
1. Jewish Leaders had broken the Law they so proudly upheld & taught

2. Roman Law had been violated - An Innocent man Condemned to Death

3. Crowds - Recently Hailed Him as King had just Demanded His Crucifixion

4. His Followers had Deserted Him

5. One had Denied Him - Another Betrayed Him!

6. Now Surrounded by -  Mocking Priests & Crowds - Drunkards -  Gamblers

Look Again!

See the Moral Dignity of the Man Christ Jesus  -  Enduring the Cross 
                                                                           -  Despising the Shame

Men could Ill Treat Him  -  Cause horrendous suffering  - pain  - shame 

They could Crucify Him  -  But they couldn’t take His life!

Listen to His Words!
First words  -   ‘Father forgive them...’
Last words  -   ‘Accomplished!’
God was in Control!

Calvary was ever in the Mind of God
It was for this purpose Christ came - 
‘For this cause came I unto this hour’                                                 Jn 12.27

Calvary was a Transaction between Father and Son -
‘Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee’
                                                                                                              Jn 17.1

‘Christ.. through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God’

                                                                                                           Heb 9.14

Calvary had Vast Eternal Consequences -

‘God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself’                     2Cor 5.19

Not till New Heavens & New Earth will we see Universal results of Calvary
Scripture was Fulfilled!
Betrayed by His own Familiar Friend

They weighed for His price  -  30 pieces of silver

Denied by Peter
Ill Treated  -  Punched  -  Tearing His beard  -  Spitting

Scourged  -  Ploughing long furrows down His back

Crucified  -  They pierced His hands and feet

                    All His bones out of joint  -  Yet not a bone broken

Forsaken  -  By Man and God

Accomplished  -  Redeemed people will say ‘He hath done this’
The Work was Finished
He did not gasp                    ‘I am finished’

He cried with a Loud Voice!  ‘It is finished’ 

The work of Calvary is to God’s Eternal Satisfaction
‘Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him..’
We rest where He rests!     -    Hallelujah, what a Saviour!

God is the God of Precision - Perfect Timing
Incarnation

‘When the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under law’                                                   Gal 4.4
n.b. The scene set as Caesar Augustus sends out a Decree              Lk 2.1 
Public Ministry

n.b. Scene set again  -  30 yrs later

Tiberias Caesar  -  Pontius  -  Herod  -  Philip

Lysanius  -  Annas  -  Caiaphas                                                        Lk 3.1-2
Calvary
Must be Passover Day!
Sanhedrin- ‘Not on the feast day lest there be an uproar among the people’

The Saviour - ‘Knowing that his hour was come went forth’
On Passover Day the Saviour lay down His life - Shed His life blood
9 am -  They Crucified Him        -  Hour of Morning Sacrifice

3 pm -  He dismissed His spirit  -  Hour of Evening Sacrifice
‘Christ, our Passover was sacrificed for us’

A Question
How could they eat the Passover in the evening 
And the Saviour be crucified on the next day 
 And it all take place on the Day of Passover?
Answer 
Jewish day commenced at Sunset (approx. 6.00 pm)
Where does that come from? 

Creation -  'The evening and the morning were the first day'            Gen 1.5

They ate the Passover meal in the evening - after 6.00 pm

Saviour was arrested later 
Tried during night and early morning 
Crucified at 9.00 am - Died at 3.00 pm

Buried before 6.00 pm
So Christ died and was buried on Passover Day!
Another Question
Why don’t the times in the different Gospels always agree?
Answer 
Synoptic writers use Hebrew Time  -  Day starting at 6 pm

John always uses Roman time  -  which we still use today

John wrote his Gospel about 60 yrs later

20 yrs after 70 AD - There was no longer a Jewish nation

His readership - Hellenists (Gk speaking Jews) and Gentiles

Roman Time & Terminology - Appropriate for this point in history

Hence  -  ‘Which being interpreted is...’
The Gospels
Our studies will draw information from all four Gospels

We will be comparing the different accounts 
As we do so  -  We must bear in mind some facts about the Gospels:-
Not complete Biographies of the Life of Christ
More memoirs of the writers

Selecting appropriate incidents as they wrote for different purposes
For this reason - 
There seem to be some contradictions - If trying to 'Harmonise' the accounts
They are not contradictions - 
But selective descriptions by different witnesses of the same events

Each Gospel presents the Lord Jesus in a Different way

Giving a different emphasis as they portray the Lord Jesus
Matthew
The King

Mark

The Perfect Servant

Luke

The Perfect Man

John

The Son of God

Each Writer has a Different Emphasis as they portray the Lord Jesus

Matthew    The Promised One is Here  -  See His Credentials  -  As King

Mark
     This is how He Worked  -       See His Power  -  As the Servant

Luke          This is what He was Like  -     See His Nature  -  As the Man

John          This is Who He really was  -   See His Deity  -     As the Son

They don’t give a balanced account of the Life of Jesus of Nazareth 
But concentrate on events connected with His death and resurrection

Only two Gospels -  Relate events connected with His birth

Only one Gospel -  Records a specific incident from His boyhood days

All four Gospels -  Leave the first 30 yrs of His life shrouded in obscurity

Only one Gospel -  Records the first year of His public ministry

It is generally held that His public ministry lasted 312 yrs

But only about 50 different days are actually recorded
Only the last week of His life is told in comparative fullness            (Hiebert)

Some Statistics
4 Gospels devote  -   Only 4 chapters - To the first 30 yrs of Saviour's life

                              -   But 85 chapters - To the last 3 ½ yrs 

n.b. Emphasis on 3 ½ yrs of His Public Ministry

Of these 85 chapters  -  56 cover His ministry up to the final week

                                   -  29  cover the last week

n.b. Emphasis on last week of His life

Of these 29 chapters  -  13 describe the Day the Saviour Died

n.b. Emphasis is Clearly  -  The Day the Saviour Died!

'Synoptic' Gospels -  (Explain)  Each devote 2 chapters to this day

John  -  Devotes 7 chapters to it

And so we will look at the Greatest Day in History of the World

The Day the Saviour Died
Events

There are 9 events:-

1.  Feet Washing  
2. The Passover Supper  -  Judas Leaving  -  Lord's Supper

3.  Upper Room Ministry

4.  Walking to Gethsemane  -  The Lord's Prayer

5.  Gethsemane  -  The Betrayal and Arrest

6. The Six Trials of Jesus

7. The Crucifixion

8. Seven Sayings of the Cross

9. The Burial

We have Five Studies

1. Last Supper and Lord’s Supper
2. Gethsemane 
3. Six Trials

4. Crucifixion
5. Burial

